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C h r i s  ' C r a s s - B a n g '  C a n n i n g  i s  a
m u l t i  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t /  s o n g w r i t e r
f r o m  Aust ra l i a ,  n o w  b a s e d  i n
Co logne ,  Germany .  

H i s  m a i n  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e
S a x o p h o n e ,  H a r m o n i c a  a n d  K e y s .  

I t  a l l  s t a r t e d  p l a y i n g  s a x  i n  h i s
s c h o o l  b a n d .  A  f e w  y e a r s  o n ,  d r i v i n g
t r a c t o r s  i n  Queens land ,  h e  t a u g h t
h i m s e l f  h a r m o n i c a .

C h r i s ,  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  a s  a  r o a d i e  f o r  a
Nor th  Queens land  r o c k  b a n d  b u t
c o m p e l l e d  t o  p l a y  t h e  b l u e s ,  h e  m o v e d
t o  Melbourne ,  a n d  c u t  h i s  t e e t h  a t  e v e r y
b l u e s  j a m  h e  c o u l d  f i n d .

H e  w a s  a  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r  o f
‘ T h e  F a b u l o u s  B l u e  D o g ’ .  T h e y
d i d  l o n g  r e s i d e n c i e s  i n  s o m e
f a m o u s  p u b s ,  a n d  b e g a n
r e c o r d i n g .

T h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  s o n g w r i t i n g  g r o u p
‘ C r y w o l f ’  a n d  a  C D  r e l e a s e .  B y  t h i s
t i m e  h e  w a s  w r i t i n g  m a t e r i a l  a n d
p l a y i n g  s e v e r a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .

W i t h  a  y o u n g  f a m i l y  h e  m o v e d  t o
Arnhemland ,  Nor thern  Te r r i to ry .  T e n
y e a r s  p l a y i n g  a n d  t e a c h i n g  m u s i c  a l l
o v e r  t h e  NT wou ld  cont inue  to  g i ve
h im wr i t i ng  mate r i a l  fo r  yea rs  to
come .  
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A  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  A l ice  Spr ings  l e d
t o  a  C D  r e l e a s e  ‘ S k i n  S y s t e m ’  b y
F r o z e n  B a l t i c .  T h i s  l i n e u p  t o u r e d
Scot l and .

I n  Torquay ,  V ic to r i a  i n  a n o t h e r  o r i g i n a l
g r o u p  c a l l e d  ‘ F a r q u a r h a r s o n ’  w e
r e l e a s e d  a n  a l b u m  i n  2 0 1 2

T h e n  t h e  b l u e s  d u o  ‘ D o g  G o n e
S o u t h ’  t o u r e d  a l l  o v e r  Eas te rn
Aust ra l i a  w i t h  a n o t h e r  a l b u m  i n  2 0 1 5
‘ B r i n g  Y o u r  F o o t  a n d  S t o m p  I t ’

R e c e n t l y ,  C h r i s  f o r m a l i s e d  h i s  m u s i c
e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a  D e g r e e  i n  J a z z  S a x  a t
Box  H i l l  I ns t i tu te ,  l o v i n g  c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d
f i l m s c o r i n g .

2 0 1 7  h e  j o i n e d  a  s o n g w r i t i n g  t e a m
f o r  t h e  b a n d  ‘ A r n a  R o x  a n d  t h e
T r u c k S t o p s ’ .  A n  a l b u m  ‘ Y o u  S h o u l d
K n o w ’  w a s  r e c o r d e d .

Europe  w a s  t o u r e d  t h e e  t i m e s .  P l a y i n g
f e s t i v a l s  a n d  c o n c e r t s  i n  Germany ,
F rance ,  Be lg ium ,  Aus t r i a ,  Eng land  and
the  Nether l ands

2 0 2 1  C h r i s  r e c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  Melbourne
f r i e n d s  a n d  g o t  t o  w o r k  o n  h i s  s o l o  D e b u t
E P .  “ I  D o n ’ t  L i k e  W a i t i n g ”  w a s  r e c o r d e d
a t  Bat t l e  Po in t  i n  G ipps land .  

I n  2 0 2 3  C h r i s  r e c o r d e d ,  m i x e d  a n d
m a s t e r e d  h i s  f i r s t  s o l o  a l b u m .
“ L o v e O c a i n e ”   

A l l  s o n g s  w r i t t e n  b y  C h r i s t o p h e r  R o d n e y
C a n n i n g

I n  2 0 2 4  C h r i s  m o v e d  t o  Co logne ,
Germany .
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